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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: AFSP EAIR ET 

SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES (EAL) 

REF: A. ADDIS ABABA 6431 B. 1976 STATE 236444 

1 . DESPITE LIFTING OF RESTRICTION ON OFFICIAL PERSONNEL 
TRAVELING ON EAL (REFTEL B), OFFICIAL TRAVELERS TO ADDIS 
ABABA WERE STILL BEING ADVISED BY DEPT AS RECENTLY AS OCT 
1977 NOT TO FLY EAL. EMBASSY EVALUATION JULY 1977 (SEE REF- 
TEL A) THAT EAL SATISFACTORILY MEETS INTERNATIONAL MAINTENANCE 
AND SAFETY STANDARDS WAS UN OFFICIALLY CONFIRMED BY FAA OF- 
FICIAL DURING VISIT IN SEPT 1977. 

2. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE DEPT REITERAT- 
ING TO CONCERNED OFFICES THAT TRAVEL ON EAL IS NO LONGER 
RESTRICTED (AS FROM SEPT 23, 1976). AT THE SAME TIME, THESE 
OFFICES SHOULD BE INFORMED THAT THE NUMEROUS SCHEDULE CHANGES 
AND DELAYS CURRENTLY BEING EXPERIENCED BY EAL WARRANTS CON- 
SIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVE AIRLINES WHEN THIS POSSIBILITY 
EXISTS. NOTE ALSO THAT BECAUSE OF THE MILITARY CONFLICT IN 
ERITREA, IN NO CASE SHOULD OFFICIAL TRAVEL BE SCHEDULED ON 
FLIGHTS WITH SCHEDULED STOPOVERS IN ASMARA. 
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